young persons, at first up to the age of 16, and
after an interval to the age of 18.

For the first time too, local authorities are
enabled to establish NURSERY SCHOOLS for
infants between the ages of 2 and 5.

Among ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS may
be mentioned the consolidation of the existing
ordinary grants into a single substantive grant
for all the ordinary elementary work of the
area, and the provision that at least half the
approved expenditure shall be met by grant.

The procedure by SCHEME will enable the
Board to insist on a progressive improvement
of education in all areas, from the best to the
poorest, according to their needs and abilities.

Details of all these matters will be found in
the notes to the sections which relate to them,
but some are sufficiently important to receive
general discussion below.

It must, however, always be remembered
that not all these provisions have yet come into
operation. The Act comes into force, section
by section on days appointed by the Board of
Education, and they may appoint different
days for different purposes, provisions, areas
and persons. In the Appendix will be found a
table showing the appointed day for each
section now in operation, and noting any fore-
casts which have been given of future appointed
days. Broadly, however, it may be said that
the Act is now in force, with the important
exception of the new Continuation Schools,
which -will not become compulsory till the
autumn of 1921,